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QUERY VI. 

        A NOTICE of the mines and other subterraneous riches; its trees, plants, fruits, &c.? 

 

***Deleted Sections*** 

***See footnotes at the end of the document for long translations*** 

 

 Hitherto I have considered this hypothesis as applied to brute animals only, and not in its extension to the 

man of America, whether aboriginal or transplanted. It is the opinion of Mons. de Buffon that the former 

furnishes no exception to it*. 

        * [XVIII. 146.] 

'Quoique le sauvage du nouveau monde soit à-peu-près de même stature que l'homme de notre monde, 

cela ne suffit pas pour qu'il puisse faire une exception au fait général du repetissement de la nature 

vivante dans tout ce continent: le sauvage est foible & petit par les organes de la génération; il n'a ni poil, 

ni barbe, & nulle ardeur pour sa femelle; quoique plus léger que l'Européen parce qu'il a plus d'habitude à 

courir, il est cependant beaucoup moins fort de corps; il est aussi bien moins sensible, & cependant plus 

craintif & plus lâche; il n'a nulle vivacité, nulle activité dans l'ame; celle du corps est moins un exercice, un 

mouvement volontaire qu'une nécessité d'action causée par le besoin; otez lui la faim & la foif, vous 

détruirez en meme temps le principe actif de tous ses mouvemens; il demeurera stupidement en repos 
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sur ses jambes ou couché pendant des jours entiers. Il ne faut pas aller chercher plus loin la cause de la 

vie dispersée des sauvages & de leur éloignement pour la société: la plus précieuse étincelle du feu de la 

nature leur a été refusée; ils manquent d'ardeur pour leur femelle, & par consequent d'amour pour leur 

semblables: ne connoissant pas l'attachement le plus vif, le plus tendre de tous, leurs autres sentimens 

de ce genre sont froids & languissans; ils aiment foiblement leurs pères & leurs enfans; la société la plus 

intime de toutes, celle de la même famille, n'a donc chez eux que de foibles liens; la société d'une famille 

à l'autre n'en a point du tout: dès lors nulle réunion, nulle république, nulle ètat social. La physique de 

l'amour fait chez eux le moral des mœurs; leur cœur est glacé, leur société froide, & leur empire dur. Ils 

ne regardent leurs femmes que comme des servantes de peine ou des bêtes de somme qu'ils chargent, 

sans ménagement, du fardeau de leur chasse, & qu'ils forcent sans pitié, sans reconnoissance, à des 

ouvrages qui souvent sont audessus de leurs forces: ils n'ont que peu d'enfans; ils en ont peu de soin; 

tout se ressent de leur premier défaut; ils sont indifférents parce qu'ils sont peu puissans, & cette 

indifférence pour le sexe est la tâche originelle qui flétrit la nature, qui l'empêche de s'épanouir, & qui 

détruisant les germes de la vie, coupe en même temps la racine de la société. L'homme ne fait donc point 

d'exception ici. La nature en lui refusant les puissances de l'amour l'a plus maltraité & plus rapctissé 

qu'aucun des animaux.'1 An afflicting picture indeed, which, for the honor of human nature, I am glad to 

believe has no original. Of the Indian of South America I know nothing; for I would not honor with the 

appellation of knowledge, what I derive from the fables published of them. These I believe to be just as 

true as the fables of Æsop. This belief is founded on what I have seen of man, white, red, and black, and 

what has been written of him by authors, enlightened themselves, and writing amidst an enlightened 

people. The Indian of North America being more within our reach, I can speak of him somewhat from my 

own knowledge, but more from the information of others better acquainted with him, and on whose truth 

and judgment I can rely. From these sources I am able to say, in contradiction to this representation, that 

he is neither more defective in ardor, nor more impotent with his female, than the white reduced to the 

same diet and exercise: that he is brave, when an enterprise depends on bravery; education with him 

making the point of honor consist in the destruction of an enemy by stratagem, and in the preservation of 

his own person free from injury; or perhaps this is nature; while it is education which teaches us to* honor 

force more than finesse: 

                     * [Sol Rodomonte sprezza di venire 

                       Se non, dove la via meno è ficura. Ariosto. 14. 117.] 

 

that he will defend himself against an host of enemies, always chusing to be killed, rather than 

to* surrender, though it be to the whites, who he knows will treat him well: 

        *[ In so judicious an author as Don Ulloa, and one to whom we are indebted for the most 

precise information we have of South America, I did not expect to find such assertions as the 
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following. 'Los Indios vencidos son los mas cobardes y pusilanimes que se peuden vér:—se 

hacen inocentes, se humillan hasta el desprecio, disculpan su inconsiderado arrojo, y con las 

súplicas y los ruegos dán seguras pruebus de su pusilanimidad.—ó lo que refieren las historias 

de la Conquista, sobre sus grandes acciones, es en un sendito figurado, ó el caracter de estas 

gentes no es ahora segun era entonces; pero lo que no tiene duda es, que las Naciones de la 

parte Septentrional subsisten en la misma libertad que siempre han tenido, sin haber sido 

sojuzgados por algun Principe extrano, y que viven segun su régimen y costumbres de toda la 

vida, sin que haya habido motivo para que muden de caracter; y en estos se vé lo mismo, que 

sucede en los del Peru, y de toda la América Meridional, reducidos, y que nunca lo han estado.' 

Noticias Americanas. Entretenimiento2 XVIII. §. 1. Don Ulloa here admits, that the authors who 

have described the Indians of South America, before they were enslaved, had represented them 

as a brave people, and therefore seems to have suspected that the cowardice which he had 

observed in those of the present race might be the effect of subjugation. But, supposing the 

Indians of North America to be cowards also, he concludes the ancestors of those of South 

America to have been so too, and therefore that those authors have given fictions for truth. He 

was probably not acquainted himself with the Indians of North America, and had formed his 

opinion of them from hear-say. Great numbers of French, of English, and of Americans, are 

perfectly acquainted with these people. Had he had an opportunity of enquiring of any of these, 

they would have told him, that there never was an instance known of an Indian begging his life 

when in the power of his enemies: on the contrary, that he courts death by every possible insult 

and provocation. His reasoning then would have been reversed thus. 'Since the present Indian of 

North America is brave, and authors tell us, that the ancestors of those of South America were 

brave also; it must follow, that the cowardice of their descendants is the effect of subjugation and 

ill treatment.' For he observes, ib. §. 27. that 'los obrages los aniquilan por la inhumanidad con 

que se les trata.' [Google Translator: the works annihilate them for the inhumanity with which they 

are treated] 

that in other situations also he meets death with more deliberation, and endures tortures with a firmness 

unknown almost to religious enthusiasm with us: that he is affectionate to his children, careful of them, 

and indulgent in the extreme: that his affections comprehend his other connections, weakening, as with 

us, from circle to circle, as they recede from the center: that his friendships are strong and faithful to the 

uttermost† extremity: 

        † [A remarkable instance of this appeared in the case of the late Col. Byrd, who was sent to 

the Cherokee nation to transact some business with them. It happened that some of our 

disorderly people had just killed one or two of that nation. It was therefore proposed in the council 

of the Cherokees that Col. Byrd should be put to death, in revenge for the loss of their 

countrymen. Among them was a chief called Silòuee, who, on some former occasion, had 
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contracted an acquaintance and friendship with Col. Byrd. He came to him every night in his tent, 

and told him not to be afraid, they should not kill him. After many days deliberation, however, the 

determination was, contrary to Silòuee's expectation, that Byrd should be put to death, and some 

warriors were dispatched as executioners. Silòuee attended them, and when they entered the 

tent, he threw himself between them and Byrd, and said to the warriors, 'this man is my friend: 

before you get at him, you must kill me.' On which they returned, and the council respected the 

principle so much as to recede from their determination.] 

that his sensibility is keen, even the warriors weeping most bitterly on the loss of their children, though in 

general they endeavour to appear superior to human events: that his vivacity and activity of mind is equal 

to ours in the same situation; hence his eagerness for hunting, and for games of chance. The women are 

submitted to unjust drudgery. This I believe is the case with every barbarous people. With such, force is 

law. The stronger sex therefore imposes on the weaker. It is civilization alone which replaces women in 

the enjoyment of their natural equality. That first teaches us to subdue the selfish passions, and to 

respect those rights in others which we value in ourselves. Were we in equal barbarism, our females 

would be equal drudges. The man with them is less strong than with us, but their woman stronger than 

ours; and both for the same obvious reason; because our man and their woman is habituated to labour, 

and formed by it. With both races the sex which is indulged with ease is least athletic. An Indian man is 

small in the hand and wrist for the same reason for which a sailor is large and strong in the arms and 

shoulders, and a porter in the legs and thighs.—They raise fewer children than we do. The causes of this 

are to be found, not in a difference of nature, but of circumstance. The women very frequently attending 

the men in their parties of war and of hunting, child-bearing becomes extremely inconvenient to them. It is 

said, therefore, that they have learnt the practice of procuring abortion by the use of some vegetable; and 

that it even extends to prevent conception for a considerable time after. During these parties they are 

exposed to numerous hazards, to excessive exertions, to the greatest extremities of hunger. Even at their 

homes the nation depends for food, through a certain part of every year, on the gleanings of the forest: 

that is, they experience a famine once in every year. With all animals, if the female be badly fed, or not 

fed at all, her young perish: and if both male and female be reduced to like want, generation becomes 

less active, less productive. To the obstacles then of want and hazard, which nature has opposed to the 

multiplication of wild animals, for the purpose of restraining their numbers within certain bounds, those of 

labour and of voluntary abortion are added with the Indian. No wonder then if they multiply less than we 

do. Where food is regularly supplied, a single farm will shew more of cattle, than a whole country of 

forests can of buffaloes. The same Indian women, when married to white traders, who feed them and 

their children plentifully and regularly, who exempt them from excessive drudgery, who keep them 

stationary and unexposed to accident, produce and raise as many children as the white women. 

Instances are known, under these circumstances, of their rearing a dozen children. An inhuman practice 

once prevailed in this country of making slaves of the Indians. It is a fact well known with us, that the 

Indian women so enslaved produced and raised as numerous families as either the whites or blacks 
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among whom they lived.—It has been said, that Indians have less hair than the whites, except on the 

head. But this is a fact of which fair proof can scarcely be had. With them it is disgraceful to be hairy on 

the body. They say it likens them to hogs. They therefore pluck the hair as fast as it appears. But the 

traders who marry their women, and prevail on them to discontinue this practice, say, that nature is the 

same with them as with the whites. Nor, if the fact be true, is the consequence necessary which has been 

drawn from it. Negroes have notoriously less hair than the whites; yet they are more ardent. But if cold 

and moisture be the agents of nature for diminishing the races of animals, how comes she all at once to 

suspend their operation as to the physical man of the new world, whom the Count acknowledges to be 'à 

peu près de mème stature que l'homme de notre monde,'[Google Translate: about the same height as the 

man of our world] and to let loose their influence on his moral faculties? How has this 'combination of the 

elements and other physical causes, so contrary to the enlargement of animal nature in this new world, 

these obstacles to the developement and formation of great germs*,' been arrested and suspended, so as 

to permit the human body to acquire its just dimensions, and by what inconceivable process has their 

action been directed on his mind alone? 

        * [XVIII. 145.] 

To judge of the truth of this, to form a just estimate of their genius and mental powers, more facts are 

wanting, and great allowance to be made for those circumstances of their situation which call for a display 

of particular talents only. This done, we shall probably find that they are formed in mind as well as in 

body, on the same module with the † 'Homo sapiens Europæus.' 

        † [Linn. Syst. Definition of a Man.] 

The principles of their society forbidding all compulsion, they are to be led to duty and to enterprise by 

personal influence and persuasion. Hence eloquence in council, bravery and address in war, become the 

foundations of all consequence with them. To these acquirements all their faculties are directed. Of their 

bravery and address in war we have multiplied proofs, because we have been the subjects on which they 

were exercised. Of their eminence in oratory we have fewer examples, because it is displayed chiefly in 

their own councils. Some, however, we have of very superior lustre. I may challenge the whole orations of 

Demosthenes and Cicero, and of any more eminent orator, if Europe has furnished more eminent, to 

produce a single passage, superior to the speech of Logan, a Mingo chief, to Lord Dunmore, when 

governor of this state. And, as a testimony of their talents in this line, I beg leave to introduce it, first 

stating the incidents necessary for understanding it. In the spring of the year 1774, a robbery and murder 

were committed on an inhabitant of the frontiers of Virginia, by two Indians of the Shawanee tribe. The 

neighbouring whites, according to their custom, undertook to punish this outrage in a summary way. Col. 

Cresap, a man infamous for the many murders he had committed on those much-injured people, 

collected a party, and proceeded down the Kanhaway in quest of vengeance. Unfortunately a canoe of 

61

https://docsouth.unc.edu/southlit/jefferson/jefferson.html#n37
https://docsouth.unc.edu/southlit/jefferson/jefferson.html#n38


women and children, with one man only, was seen coming from the opposite shore, unarmed, and 

unsuspecting an hostile attack from the whites. Cresap and his party concealed themselves on the bank 

of the river, and the moment the canoe reached the shore, singled out their objects, and, at one fire, killed 

every person in it. This happened to be the family of Logan, who had long been distinguished as a friend 

of the whites. This unworthy return provoked his vengeance. He accordingly signalized himself in the war 

which ensued. In the autumn of the same year, a decisive battle was fought at the mouth of the Great 

Kanhaway, between the collected forces of the Shawanees, Mingoes, and Delawares, and a detachment 

of the Virginia militia. The Indians were defeated, and sued for peace. Logan however disdained to be 

seen among the suppliants. But, lest the sincerity of a treaty should be distrusted, from which so 

distinguished a chief absented himself, he sent by a messenger the following speech to be delivered to 

Lord Dunmore. 

        'I appeal to any white man to say, if ever he entered Logan's cabin hungry, and he gave him not 

meat; if ever he came cold and naked, and he clothed him not. During the course of the last long and 

bloody war, Logan remained idle in his cabin, an advocate for peace. Such was my love for the whites, 

that my countrymen pointed as they passed, and said, 'Logan in the friend of white men.' I had even 

thought to have lived with you, but for the injuries of one man. Col. Cresap, the last spring, in cold blood, 

and unprovoked, murdered all the relations of Logan, not sparing even my women and children. There 

runs not a drop of my blood in the veins of any living creature. This called on me for revenge. I have 

sought it: I have killed many: I have fully glutted my vengeance. For my country, I rejoice at the beams of 

peace. But do not harbour a thought that mine is the joy of fear. Logan never felt fear. He will not turn on 

his heel to save his life. Who is there to mourn for Logan?—Not one.' 

        Before we condemn the Indians of this continent as wanting genius, we must consider that letters 

have not yet been introduced among them. Were we to compare them in their present state with the 

Europeans North of the Alps, when the Roman arms and arts first crossed those mountains, the 

comparison would be unequal, because, at that time, those parts of Europe were swarming with numbers; 

because numbers produce emulation, and multiply the chances of improvement, and one improvement 

begets another. Yet I may safely ask, how many good poets, how many able mathematicians, how many 

great inventors in arts or sciences, had Europe North of the Alps then produced? And it was sixteen 

centuries after this before a Newton could be formed. I do not mean to deny, that there are varieties in the 

race of man, distinguished by their powers both of body and mind. I believe there are, as I see to be the 

case in the races of other animals. I only mean to suggest a doubt, whether the bulk and faculties of 

animals depend on the side of the Atlantic on which their food happens to grow, or which furnishes the 

elements of which they are compounded? Whether nature has enlisted herself as a Cis or Trans-Atlantic 

partisan? I am induced to suspect, there has been more eloquence than sound reasoning displayed in 

support of this theory; that it is one of those cases where the judgment has been seduced by a glowing 

pen: and whilst I render every tribute of honor and esteem to the celebrated zoologist, who has added, 
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and is still adding, so many precious things to the treasures of science, I must doubt whether in this 

instance he has not cherished error also, by lending her for a moment his vivid imagination and 

bewitching language.  

***Deleted Sections*** 

QUERY XIV. 

        THE administration of justice and description of the laws? 

***Deleted Sections*** 

 Many of the laws which were in force during the monarchy being relative merely to that form of 

government, or inculcating principles inconsistent with republicanism, the first assembly which met after 

the establishment of the commonwealth appointed a committee to revise the whole code, to reduce it into 

proper form and volume, and report it to the assembly. This work has been executed by three gentlemen, 

and reported; but probably will not be taken up till a restoration of peace shall leave to the legislature 

leisure to go through such a work. 

        The plan of the revisal was this. The common law of England, by which is meant, that part of the 

English law which was anterior to the date of the oldest statutes extant, is made the basis of the work. It 

was thought dangerous to attempt to reduce it to a text: it was therefore left to be collected from the usual 

monuments of it. Necessary alterations in that, and so much of the whole body of the British statutes, and 

of acts of assembly, as were thought proper to be retained, were digested into 126 new acts, in which 

simplicity of style was aimed at, as far as was safe. The following are the most remarkable alterations 

proposed: 

        To change the rules of descent, so as that the lands of any person dying intestate shall be divisible 

equally among all his children, or other representatives, in equal degree. 

        To make slaves distributable among the next of kin, as other moveables. 

        To have all public expences, whether of the general treasury, or of a parish or county, (as for the 

maintenance of the poor, building bridges, court-houses, &c.) supplied by assessments on the citizens, in 

proportion to their property. 

        To hire undertakers for keeping the public roads in repair, and indemnify individuals through whose 

lands new roads shall be opened. 
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        To define with precision the rules whereby aliens should become citizens, and citizens make 

themselves aliens. 

        To establish religious freedom on the broadest bottom. 

        To emancipate all slaves born after passing the act. The bill reported by the revisors does not itself 

contain this proposition; but an amendment containing it was prepared, to be offered to the legislature 

whenever the bill should be taken up, and further directing, that they should continue with their parents to 

a certain age, then be brought up, at the public expence, to tillage, arts or sciences, according to their 

geniusses, till the females should be eighteen, and the males twenty-one years of age, when they should 

be colonized to such place as the circumstances of the time should render most proper, sending them out 

with arms, implements of houshold and of the handicraft arts, seeds, pairs of the useful domestic animals, 

&c. to declare them a free and independent people, and extend to them our alliance and protection, till 

they have acquired strength; and to send vessels at the same time to other parts of the world for an equal 

number of white inhabitants; to induce whom to migrate hither, proper encouragements were to be 

proposed. It will probably be asked, Why not retain and incorporate the blacks into the state, and thus 

save the expence of supplying, by importation of white settlers, the vacancies they will leave? Deep 

rooted prejudices entertained by the whites; ten thousand recollections, by the blacks, of the injuries they 

have sustained; new provocations; the real distinctions which nature has made; and many other 

circumstances, will divide us into parties, and produce convulsions which will probably never end but in 

the extermination of the one or the other race.—To these objections, which are political, may be added 

others, which are physical and moral. The first difference which strikes us is that of colour. Whether the 

black of the negro resides in the reticular membrane between the skin and scarfskin, or in the scarf-skin 

itself; whether it proceeds from the colour of the blood, the colour of the bile, or from that of some other 

secretion, the difference is fixed in nature, and is as real as if its seat and cause were better known to us. 

And is this difference of no importance? Is it not the foundation of a greater or less share of beauty in the 

two races? Are not the fine mixtures of red and white, the expressions of every passion by greater or less 

suffusions of colour in the one, preferable to that eternal monotony, which reigns in the countenances, 

that immoveable veil of black which covers all the emotions of the other race? Add to these, flowing hair, 

a more elegant symmetry of form, their own judgment in favour of the whites, declared by their preference 

of them, as uniformly as is the preference of the Oranootan for the black women over those of his own 

species. The circumstance of superior beauty, is thought worthy attention in the propagation of our 

horses, dogs, and other domestic animals; why not in that of man? Besides those of colour, figure, and 

hair, there are other physical distinctions proving a difference of race. They have less hair on the face and 

body. They secrete less by the kidnies, and more by the glands of the skin, which gives them a very 

strong and disagreeable odour. This greater degree of transpiration renders them more tolerant of heat, 

and less so of cold, than the whites. Perhaps too a difference of structure in the pulmonary apparatus, 

which a late ingenious* experimentalist has discovered to be the principal regulator of animal heat, may 

64

https://docsouth.unc.edu/southlit/jefferson/jefferson.html#n57


have disabled them from extricating, in the act of inspiration, so much of that fluid from the outer air, or 

obliged them in expiration, to part with more of it. 

        * [Crawford.] 

They seem to require less sleep. A black after hard labour through the day, will be induced by the 

slightest amusemements to sit up till midnight, or later, though knowing he must be out with the first dawn 

of the morning. They are at least as brave, and more adventuresome. But this may perhaps proceed from 

a want of fore-thought, which prevents their seeing a danger till it be present. When present, they do not 

go through it with more coolness or steadiness than the whites. They are more ardent after their female: 

but love seems with them to be more an eager desire, than a tender delicate mixture of sentiment and 

sensation. Their griefs are transient. Those numberless afflictions, which render it doubtful whether 

heaven has given life to us in mercy or in wrath, are less felt, and sooner forgotten with them. In general, 

their existence appears to participate more of sensation than reflection. To this must be ascribed their 

disposition to sleep when abstracted from their diversions, and unemployed in labour. An animal whose 

body is at rest, and who does not reflect, must be disposed to sleep of course. Comparing them by their 

faculties of memory, reason, and imagination, it appears to me, that in memory they are equal to the 

whites; in reason much inferior, as I think one could scarcely be found capable of tracing and 

comprehending the investigations of Euclid; and that in imagination they are dull, tasteless, and 

anomalous. It would be unfair to follow them to Africa for this investigation. We will consider them here, 

on the same stage with the whites, and where the facts are not apocryphal on which a judgment is to be 

formed. It will be right to make great allowances for the difference of condition, of education, of 

conversation, of the sphere in which they move. Many millions of them have been brought to, and born in 

America. Most of them indeed have been confined to tillage, to their own homes, and their own society: 

yet many have been so situated, that they might have availed themselves of the conversation of their 

masters; many have been brought up to the handicraft arts, from that circumstance have always been 

associated with the whites. Some have been liberally educated, and all have lived in countries where the 

arts and sciences are cultivated to a considerable degree, and have had before their eyes samples of the 

best works from abroad. The Indians, with no advantages of this kind, will often carve figures on their 

pipes not destitute of design and merit. They will crayon out an animal, a plant, or a country, so as to 

prove the existence of a germ in their minds which only wants cultivation. They astonish you with strokes 

of the most sublime oratory; such as prove their reason and sentiment strong, their imagination glowing 

and elevated. But never yet could I find that a black had uttered a thought above the level of plain 

narration; never see even an elementary trait of painting or sculpture. In music they are more generally 

gifted than the whites with accurate ears for tune and time, and they have been found capable of 

imagining a small catch*. 
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        * [The instrument proper to them is the Banjar, which they brought hither from Africa, and which is 

the original of the guitar, its chords being precisely the four lower chords of the guitar.] 

Whether they will be equal to the composition of a more extensive run of melody, or of complicated 

harmony, is yet to be proved. Misery is often the parent of the most affecting touches in poetry.—Among 

the blacks is misery enough, God knows, but no poetry. Love is the peculiar œstrum of the poet. Their 

love is ardent, but it kindles the senses only, not the imagination. Religion indeed has produced a Phyllis 

Whately; but it could not produce a poet. The compositions published under her name are below the 

dignity of criticism. The heroes of the Dunciad are to her, as Hercules to the author of that poem. Ignatius 

Sancho has approached nearer to merit in composition; yet his letters do more honour to the heart than 

the head. They breathe the purest effusions of friendship and general philanthropy, and shew how great a 

degree of the latter may be compounded with strong religious zeal. He is often happy in the turn of his 

compliments, and his style is easy and familiar, except when he affects a Shandean fabrication of words. 

But his imagination is wild and extravagant, escapes incessantly from every restraint of reason and taste, 

and, in the course of its vagaries, leaves a tract of thought as incoherent and eccentric, as is the course 

of a meteor through the sky. His subjects should often have led him to a process of sober reasoning: yet 

we find him always substituting sentiment for demonstration. Upon the whole, though we admit him to the 

first place among those of his own colour who have presented themselves to the public judgment, yet 

when we compare him with the writers of the race among whom he lived, and particularly with the 

epistolary class, in which he has taken his own stand, we are compelled to enroll him at the bottom of the 

column. This criticism supposes the letters published under his name to be genuine, and to have received 

amendment from no other hand; points which would not be of easy investigation. The improvement of the 

blacks in body and mind, in the first instance of their mixture with the whites, has been observed by every 

one, and proves that their inferiority is not the effect merely of their condition of life. We know that among 

the Romans, about the Augustan age especially, the condition of their slaves was much more deplorable 

than that of the blacks on the continent of America. The two sexes were confined in separate apartments, 

because to raise a child cost the master more than to buy one. Cato, for a very restricted indulgence to 

his slaves in this particular,* took from them a certain price. 

        * [Tous doulous etaxen örísmenon nomismatos homilcin tais therapainisin]. Plutarch. Cato. 

But in this country the slaves multiply as fast as the free inhabitants. Their situation and manners place 

the commerce between the two sexes almost without restraint.—The same Cato, on a principle of 

œconomy, always sold his sick and superannuated slaves. He gives it as a standing precept to a master 

visiting his farm, to sell his old oxen, old waggons, old tools, old and diseased servants, and every thing 

else become useless. 'Vendat boves vetulos, plaustrum vetus, ferramenta vetera, servum senem, servum 

morbosum, & si quid aliud supersit vendat.' Cato de re rusticâ. c. 2. The American slaves cannot 
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enumerate this among the injuries and insults they receive. It was the common practice to expose in the 

island of Æsculapius, in the Tyber, diseased slaves, whose cure was like to become tedious†. 

        † [Suet. Claud. 25.] 

The emperor Claudius, by an edict, gave freedom to such of them as should recover, and first declared, 

that if any person chose to kill rather than to expose them, it should be deemed homicide. The exposing 

them is a crime of which no instance has existed with us; and were it to be followed by death, it would be 
punished capitally. We are told of a certain Vedius Pollio, who, in the presence of Augustus, would have 

given a slave as food to his fish, for having broken a glass. With the Romans, the regular method of 

taking the evidence of their slaves was under torture. Here it has been thought better never to resort to 

their evidence. When a master was murdered, all his slaves, in the same house, or within hearing, were 

condemned to death. Here punishment falls on the guilty only, and as precise proof is required against 

him as against a freeman. Yet notwithstanding these and other discouraging circumstances among the 

Romans, their slaves were often their rarest artists. They excelled too in science, insomuch as to be 

usually employed as tutors to their master's children. Epictetus, Terence, and Phædrus, were slaves. But 

they were of the race of whites. It is not their condition then, but nature, which has produced the 

distinction.—Whether further observation will or will not verify the conjecture, that nature has been less 

bountiful to them in the endowments of the head, I believe that in those of the heart she will be found to 

have done them justice. That disposition to theft with which they have been branded, must be ascribed to 

their situation, and not to any depravity of the moral sense. The man, in whose favour no laws of property 

exist, probably feels himself less bound to respect those made in favour of others. When arguing for 

ourselves, we lay it down as a fundamental, that laws, to be just, must give a reciprocation of right: that, 

without this, they are mere arbitrary rules of conduct, founded in force, and not in conscience: and it is a 

problem which I give to the master to solve, whether the religious precepts against the violation of 

property were not framed for him as well as his slave? And whether the slave may not as justifiably take a 

little from one, who has taken all from him, as he may slay one who would slay him? That a change in the 

relations in which a man is placed should change his ideas of moral right and wrong, is neither new, nor 

peculiar to the colour of the blacks. Homer tells us it was so 2600 years ago. 

                              'Emisu, gar t' areles apoainutai euruopa Zeus  

                       Haneros, eut' an min kata doulion ema elesin. Od. 17. 323. 

                       Jove fix'd it certain, that whatever day  

                       Makes man a slave, takes half his worth away. 

        But the slaves of which Homer speaks were whites. Notwithstanding these considerations which 

must weaken their respect for the laws of property, we find among them numerous instances of the most 
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rigid integrity, and as many as among their better instructed masters, of benevolence, gratitude, and 

unshaken fidelity.—The opinion, that they are inferior in the faculties of reason and imagination, must be 

hazarded with great dissidence. To justify a general conclusion, requires many observations, even where 

the subject may be submitted to the anatomical knife, to optical glasses, to analysis by fire, or by 

solvents. How much more then where it is a faculty, not a substance, we are examining; where it eludes 

the research of all the senses; where the conditions of its existence are various and variously combined; 

where the effects of those which are present or absent bid defiance to calculation; let me add too, as a 

circumstance of great tenderness, where our conclusion would degrade a whole race of men from the 

rank in the scale of beings which their Creator may perhaps have given them. To our reproach it must be 

said, that though for a century and a half we have had under our eyes the races of black and of red men, 

they have never yet been viewed by us as subjects of natural history. I advance it therefore as a 

suspicion only, that the blacks, whether originally a distinct race, or made distinct by time and 

circumstances, are inferior to the whites in the endowments both of body and mind. It is not against 

experience to suppose, that different species of the same genus, or varieties of the same species, may 

posses different qualifications. Will not a lover of natural history then, one who views the gradations in all 

the races of animals with the eye of philosophy, excuse an effort to keep those in the department of man 

as distinct as nature has formed them? This unfortunate difference of colour, and perhaps of faculty, is a 

powerful obstacle to the emancipation of these people. Many of their advocates, while they wish to 

vindicate the liberty of human nature, are anxious also to preserve its dignity and beauty. Some of these, 

embarrassed by the question 'What further is to be done with them?' join themselves in opposition with 

those who are actuated by sordid avarice only. Among the Romans emancipation required but one effort. 

The slave, when made free, might mix with, without staining the blood of his master. But with us a second 

is necessary, unknown to history. When freed, he is to be removed beyond the reach of mixture. 

***Deleted Sections*** 

QUERY XVIII. 

        THE particular customs and manners that may happen to be received in that state? 

        It is difficult to determine on the standard by which the manners of a nation may be tried, 

whether catholic, or particular. It is more difficult for a native to bring to that standard the manners of his 

own nation, familiarized to him by habit. There must doubtless be an unhappy influence on the manners 

of our people produced by the existence of slavery among us. The whole commerce between master and 

slave is a perpetual exercise of the most boisterous passions, the most unremitting despotism on the one 

part, and degrading submissions on the other. Our children see this, and learn to imitate it; for man is an 

imitative animal. This quality is the germ of all education in him. From his cradle to his grave he is learning 

to do what he sees others do. If a parent could find no motive either in his philanthropy or his self-love, for 
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restraining the intemperance of passion towards his slave, it should always be a sufficient one that his 

child is present. But generally it is not sufficient. The parent storms, the child looks on, catches the 

lineaments of wrath, puts on the same airs in the circle of smaller slaves, gives a loose to his worst of 

passions, and thus nursed, educated, and daily exercised in tyranny, cannot but be stamped by it with 

odious peculiarities. The man must be a prodigy who can retain his manners and morals undepraved by 

such circumstances. And with what execration should the statesman be loaded, who permitting one half 

the citizens thus to trample on the rights of the other, transforms those into despots, and these into 

enemies, destroys the morals of the one part, and the amor patriæ of the other. For if a slave can have a 

country in this world, it must be any other in preference to that in which he is born to live and labour for 

another: in which he must lock up the faculties of his nature, contribute as far as depends on his 

individual endeavours to the evanishment of the human race, or entail his own miserable condition on the 

endless generations proceeding from him. With the morals of the people, their industry also is destroyed. 

For in a warm climate, no man will labour for himself who can make another labour for him. This is so 

true, that of the proprietors of slaves a very small proportion indeed are even seen to labour. And can the 

liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have removed their only firm basis, a conviction in the 

minds of the people that these liberties are of the gift of God? That they are not to be violated but with his 

wrath? Indeed I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just: that his justice cannot sleep for 

ever: that considering numbers, nature and natural means only, a revolution of the wheel of fortune, an 

exchange of situation, is among possible events: that it may become probable by supernatural 

interference! The Almighty has no attribute which can take side with us in such a contest.—But it is 

impossible to be temperate and to pursue this subject through the various considerations of policy, of 

morals, of history natural and civil. We must be contented to hope they will force their way into every 

one's mind. I think a change already perceptible, since the origin of the present revolution. The spirit of 

the master is abating, that of the slave rising from the dust, his condition mollifying, the way I hope 

preparing, under the auspices of heaven, for a total emancipation, and that this is disposed, in the order 

of events, to be with the consent of the masters, rather than by their extirpation. 

QUERY XIX. 

        THE present state of manufactures, commerce, interior and exterior trade? 

        We never had an interior trade of any importance. Our exterior commerce has suffered very much 

from the beginning of the present contest. During this time we have manufactured within our families the 

most necessary articles of cloathing. Those of cotton will bear some comparison with the same kinds of 

manufacture in Europe; but those of wool, flax and hemp are very coarse, unsightly, and unpleasant: and 

such is our attachment to agriculture, and such our preference for foreign manufactures, that be it wise or 

unwise, our people will certainly return as soon as they can, to the raising raw materials, and exchanging 

them for finer manufactures than they are able to execute themselves. 
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        The political œconomists of Europe have established it as a principle that every state should 

endeavour to manufacture for itself: and this principle, like many others, we transfer to America, without 

calculating the difference of circumstance which should often produce a difference of result. In Europe the 

lands are either cultivated, or locked up against the cultivator. Manufacture must therefore be resorted to 

of necessity not of choice, to support the surplus of their people. But we have an immensity of land 

courting the industry of the husbandman. It is best then that all our citizens should be employed in its 

improvement, or that one half should be called off from that to exercise manufactures and handicraft arts 

for the other? Those who labour in the earth are the chosen people of God, if ever he had a chosen 

people, whose breasts he has made his peculiar deposit for substantial and genuine virtue. It is the focus 

in which he keeps alive that sacred fire, which otherwise might escape from the face of the earth. 

Corruption of morals in the mass of cultivators is a phænomenon of which no age nor nation has 

furnished an example. It is the mark set on those, who not looking up to heaven, to their own soil and 

industry, as does the husbandman, for their subsistance, depend for it on the casualties and caprice of 

customers. Dependance begets subservience and venality, suffocates the germ of virtue, and prepares fit 

tools for the designs of ambition. This, the natural progress and consequence of the arts, has sometimes 

perhaps been retarded by accidental circumstances: but, generally speaking, the proportion which the 

aggregate of the other classes of citizens bears in any state to that of its husbandmen, is the proportion of 

its unfound to its healthy parts, and is a good-enough barometer whereby to measure its degree of 

corruption. While we have land to labour then, let us never wish to see our citizens occupied at a work-

bench, or twirling a distaff. Carpenters, masons, smiths, are wanting in husbandry: but, for the general 

operations of manufacture, let our work-shops remain in Europe. It is better to carry provisions and 

materials to workmen there, than bring them to the provisions and materials, and with them their manners 

and principles. The loss by the transportation of commodities across the Atlantic will be made up in 

happiness and permanence of government. The mobs of great cities add just so much to the support of 

pure government, as sores do to the strength of the human body. It is the manners and spirit of a people 

which preserve a republic in vigour. A degeneracy in these is a canker which soon eats to the heart of its 

laws and constitution. 

1 Buffon Translation (from Google translate): 
Although the savage of the new world is about the same height as the man of our world, it is 

not enough for him to make an exception to the general fact of the repetition of living nature 

throughout this continent: the savage is weak and small by the organs of generation; he has 

neither hair nor beard, and no ardor for his female; although lighter than the European because 

he is more accustomed to running, he is, however, much weaker in body; he is also less 

sensitive, and yet more timid and more cowardly; he has no vivacity, no activity in the soul; that 

of the body is less an exercise, a voluntary movement than a necessity of action caused by 
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need; The hunger and the thirst of it will destroy him, and at the same time destroy the active 

principle of all his movements; he will remain stupidly resting on his legs or lying down for days 

at a time. The cause of the dispersed life of the savages, and of their remoteness to society, 

must not be further pursued; the most precious spark of the fire of nature has been refused to 

them; they lack ardor for their female, and consequently love for their fellow-men: not knowing 

the most lively attachment, the most tender of all, their other sentiments of this kind are cold 

and languid; they love their fathers and their children; the most intimate society of all, that of 

the same family, has only weak links with them; society from one family to another has none at 

all: hence no meeting, no republic, no social state. The physics of love makes them morals; their 

hearts are cold, their society cold, their empire hard. They look upon their wives only as 

laborers of toil or beasts of burden, whom they charge, unceremoniously, with the burden of 

their hunting, and whom they force without pity, without gratitude, upon works which are 

often above their forces: they have but few children; they have little care; everything is affected 

by their first fault; they are indifferent because they are not very powerful, and this indifference 

to sex is the original task which stigmatizes nature, which prevents it from flourishing, and 

which destroys the seeds of life, at the same time cuts the root. of the society. Man is no 

exception here. Nature, by refusing her the powers of love, has mistreated and harmed her 

more than any other animal.  

 
2Don Ulloa’s First Translation (from Google translate): 

The vanquished Indians are the most cowardly and pusillanimous that they see each other: -they 

become innocent, they humiliate themselves to contempt, they excuse their inconsiderate courage, and 

with the prayers and the prayers they give sure proof of their pusillanimity.-or what they refer the 

histories of the Conquest, on its great actions, are in a little figurative, or the character of these people is 

not now as it was then; but what has no doubt is that the Nations of the Northern part subsist in the 

same freedom that they have always had, without having been subjugated by some strange Principe, 

and that they live according to their regime and lifelong customs, without having there was reason for 

them to change their character; and in these the same thing is seen, which happens in those of Peru, 

and of all South America, reduced, and never have been.  
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE COUNTESS OF HUNTINGDON, THE FOLLOWING P O E M S ARE 
MOST RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED. BY HER MUCH OBLIGED, VERY HUMBLE AND DEVOTED 
SERVANT. PHILLIS WHEATLEY. 

BOSTON, JUNE 12, 1773. 

P R E F A C E. 

THE following POEMS were written originally for the Amusement of the Author, as they were 
the Products of her leisure Moments. She had no Intention ever to have published them; nor 
would they now have made their Appearance, but at the Importunity of many of her best, and 
most generous Friends; to whom she considers herself, as under the greatest Obligations. 

As her Attempts in Poetry are now sent into the World, it is hoped the Critic will not severely 
censure their Defects; and we presume they have too much Merit to be cast aside with Contempt, 
as worthless and trifling Effusions. 

As to the Disadvantages she has laboured under, with Regard to Learning, nothing needs to be 
offered, as her Master's Letter in the following Page will sufficiently show the Difficulties in this 
Respect she had to encounter. 

With all their Imperfections, the Poems are now humbly submitted to the 
Perusal of the Public. 

The following is a Copy of a LETTER sent by the Author's Master to the 
Publisher. 

PHILLIS was brought from Africa to America, in the Year 1761, between seven and eight Years 
of Age. Without any Assistance from School Education, and by only what she was taught in the 
Family, she, in sixteen Months Time from her Arrival, attained the English language, to which 
she was an utter Stranger before, to such a degree, as to read any, the most difficult Parts of the 
Sacred Writings, to the great Astonishment of all who heard her. 

As to her WRITING, her own Curiosity led her to it; and this she learnt in so short a Time, that 
in the Year 1765, she wrote a Letter to the Rev. Mr. OCCOM, the Indian Minister, while in 
England. 

She has a great Inclination to learn the Latin Tongue, and has made some Progress in it. This 
Relation is given by her Master who bought her, and with whom she now lives. 

JOHN WHEATLEY. 

Boston, Nov. 14, 1772. 
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To the PUBLIC. 

AS it has been repeatedly suggested to the Publisher, by Persons, who have seen the Manuscript, 
that Numbers would be ready to suspect they were not really the Writings of PHILLIS, he has 
procured the following Attestation, from the most respectable Characters in Boston, that none 
might have the least Ground for disputing their Original. 

WE whose Names are under-written, do assure the World, that the POEMS specified in the 
following Page,* were (as we verily believe) written by Phillis, a young Negro Girl, who was but 
a few Years since, brought an uncultivated Barbarian from Africa, and has ever since been, and 
now is, under the Disadvantage of serving as a Slave in a Family in this Town. She has been 
examined by some of the best Judges, and is thought qualified to write them. 

His Excellency THOMAS HUTCHINSON, Governor. 

The Hon. ANDREW OLIVER, Lieutenant-Governor. 

  The Hon. Thomas Hubbard, | The Rev. Charles Chauncey, D. D. 
  The Hon. John Erving, | The Rev. Mather Byles, D. D. 
  The Hon. James Pitts, | The Rev. Ed. Pemberton, D. D. 
  The Hon. Harrison Gray, | The Rev. Andrew Elliot, D. D. 
  The Hon. James Bowdoin, | The Rev. Samuel Cooper, D. D. 
  John Hancock, Esq; | The Rev. Mr. Saumel Mather, 
  Joseph Green, Esq; | The Rev. Mr. John Moorhead, 
  Richard Carey, Esq; | Mr. John Wheat ey, her Master. 

  N. B. The original Attestation, signed by the above Gentlemen, 
         may be seen by applying to Archibald Bell, Bookseller, 
         No. 8, Aldgate-Street. 

_________________________________________________________ 

*The Words "following Page," allude to the Contents of the 
Manuscript Copy, with are wrote at the Back of the above 
Attestation. 

 

 

**The following are two poems selected from the book** 
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On being brought from Africa to America. 

  'TWAS mercy brought me from my Pagan land, 
  Taught my benighted soul to understand 
  That there's a God, that there's a Saviour too: 
  Once I redemption neither fought nor knew, 
  Some view our sable race with scornful eye, 
  "Their colour is a diabolic die." 
  Remember, Christians, Negroes, black as Cain, 
  May be refin'd, and join th' angelic train. 

  

To the Right Honourable WILLIAM, Earl 
    of DARTMOUTH, His Majesty's Principal 
    Secretary of State for North-America, &c. 

  HAIL, happy day, when, smiling like the morn, 
  Fair Freedom rose New-England to adorn: 
  The northern clime beneath her genial ray, 
  Dartmouth, congratulates thy blissful sway: 
  Elate with hope her race no longer mourns, 
  Each soul expands, each grateful bosom burns, 
  While in thine hand with pleasure we behold 
  The silken reins, and Freedom's charms unfold. 
  Long lost to realms beneath the northern skies 
  She shines supreme, while hated faction dies: 
  Soon as appear'd the Goddess long desir'd, 
  Sick at the view, she languish'd and expir'd; 
  Thus from the splendors of the morning light 
  The owl in sadness seeks the caves of night. 
    No more, America, in mournful strain 
  Of wrongs, and grievance unredress'd complain, 
  No longer shalt thou dread the iron chain, 
  Which wanton Tyranny with lawless hand 
  Had made, and with it meant t' enslave the land. 
    Should you, my lord, while you peruse my song, 
  Wonder from whence my love of Freedom sprung, 
  Whence flow these wishes for the common good, 
  By feeling hearts alone best understood, 
  I, young in life, by seeming cruel fate 
  Was snatch'd from Afric's fancy'd happy seat: 
  What pangs excruciating must molest, 
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  What sorrows labour in my parent's breast? 
  Steel'd was that soul and by no misery mov'd 
  That from a father seiz'd his babe belov'd: 
  Such, such my case. And can I then but pray 
  Others may never feel tyrannic sway? 
    For favours past, great Sir, our thanks are due, 
  And thee we ask thy favours to renew, 
  Since in thy pow'r, as in thy will before, 
  To sooth the griefs, which thou did'st once deplore. 
  May heav'nly grace the sacred sanction give 
  To all thy works, and thou for ever live 
  Not only on the wings of fleeting Fame, 
  Though praise immortal crowns the patriot's name, 
  But to conduct to heav'ns refulgent fane, 
  May fiery coursers sweep th' ethereal plain, 
  And bear thee upwards to that blest abode, 
  Where, like the prophet, thou shalt find thy God. 
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